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in question, and for enabling those Legislatures to perform
the duties to which they will be called. For we contem-
plate with great reluctance any departure from the general
principle which leaves to the local Legislature of every
Colony the creation of other local institutions, and the
enactment of any laws which are to have their operation
within the local limits of the Colony "
This course, however, appeared impossible, mainly be-
cause of the existence, however shadowy, of the District
Councils, which it seemed wrong to abolish, and which
might be made less unpopular if they did not involve a
local rate. The Report proposed to hand over the terri-
torial revenue which was received by the Treasury for the
public service of the respective Colonies to these District
Councils.
" Passing to the subject of a Civil List, we have to observe
that the very large proportion of the revenue of New
South Wales, at present withdrawn from the control of the
Legislature by the permanent appropriation of Parliament,
has been a continual subject of complaint and remonstrance
in the Colony since the passing of the Constitution Act
of 1842; and we cannot conceal our opinion that these
complaints are not without some foundation. It appears
to us hardly consistent with the full adoption of the prin-
ciples of-Representative Government that as to a large part
of the public expenditure of the Colony, the Legislature
should be deprived of all authority; nor does there appear
to us to be any real occasion for imposing a restriction
upon the powers of that body which manifests so much
jealousy as to the manner in which those powers may be
exercised. The expenditure thus provided for is all in-
curred for services in which the Colonists alone are inter-
ested. The Colonists themselves are mainly concerned in
the proper and efficient performance of those services; and
it appears to us that they ought to possess, through their
representatives, the power of making such changes from
time to time in the public establishments as circumstances